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It is true that it was inconvenient for the then Government
not to recognize polygamy, because indentured Indians were wanted
by an influential class. It is now inconvenient to recognize it for
free Indian settlers because they are intruders. It will be interest-
ing to know how the local Government deal with the dilemma.
Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913
26.   NATAL INDIANS, BEWARE!
The Government Notice, published elsewhere, regarding the
issue of certificates for the protection of those who may wish tem-
porarily to absent themselves from the Province, is a veritable death-
trap into which we hope not a single Indian will be caught.
The Notice seeks to do what the Natal Immigration Act provides
no warrant for. It is a bare-faced attempt to bring the Natal
Law into harmony with the Gape Law, even in advance of the new
Immigration Bill. It will be seen from the Notice that an Indian
who takes out the certificate provided for therein will have only
one year in which to return if he wishes to escape the ordeal of a
re-examination. This certificate carries with it a fee of £1 and,
as the document has to be surrendered immediately after use,
every absence from Natal means not only a fresh inquiry but a
fresh imposition of £1. So that, if a businessman has to leave Natal,
say, for the Gape four times a year and wishes to arm himself with
these tickets-of-leave, he must pay £4 for them. This is a
monstrous impost. And the method that has been devised to fine
poor people is wicked. It is the duty of Indians to send a strong
protest against this latest attempt of the Government to harass
us into leaving the country.
Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913
27.   SNARE
Like a hunter, the Union Government lays a number of snares
for us. Whichever of them catches us, the Government will have
its prey. On one side, there are rigorous restrictions on children,
on the other, humiliation of women; thirdly, harassment about
licences; fourthly, the new Bill; and now, for those in Natal, a net
has been cast among the Indian people, with a bait that smells
sweet but contains poison inside. The number of fish that take in
the bait will be so much of a gain to the Government. According

